lity
m

ths
10

1es

in

[

R A P A e e

4

UNUSUAL
CASE

BY-WILLIAM A. MORTON, JR. MD

o ' szromm-Se]f-RepaLi*

ne moming | was called 1o
O the emergency room by the

: head ER aurse. She
directed me 1o 1 patdent who had
refused 10 describ: his problern
other than o say ‘nathe “nesded 2
doctar who ook - -re of men's
troubles ™ The patiet, about 40,
Was pale, febrie; snd obviously
Wnaortabie, and hed lictle 1o Ly
25 be gingerly opened his trousers
10 expase a'bit of 2ngry red and
black-and-blue scrptal skin,

Afer [ asked the nurse 1o Jeave
us, the patient perrinted me to
ramove his trouser, shorts. and two
or three yards of foul-smelling

.| stined gauze wraped about his

s=otum, which war swollen to
twice the size of 2 - :
exlremely tender. A jagged zig-zag
laceration, oozing pus and blood,
tended down the left scrotum.

Amid the matted hair, edematous
skin, and varous exuadares, [ saw
some bhall-buried dark lifiear objests
and asked the patient what they
were. Several days eurlier, he _
replied, he had injured himselfin -
the machine shop where he worked,
and had closed the liczration

imself with 2 héavy-duty stapling
gun. The dark objects were one- -
inch staplesof the iype used in
putiing up wallboard

We x-rayed the patient’s scrotum

=refreie and,

to locate the staples; admitted him

10 the hospital; and gave him
tefanus antitoxin, broad-spectrum
antibacterial therapy, and

1 hexachlorophene sitz baths prior 10

surgery the next morning. The
Procedure consisted of exploration

* and debndement of the left side of

e e,

‘the serotal pouch. Eight rusty
stples were retrieved, and the skin
edges were trimmed and freshined.
The'left testis had beeq avulsed and
was missing. The stump of the
Spermatic cord was recovered 1t the
.inguinal canal, debrided, and t-e
Yessels ligated properly, thoug! not
much of 1 foma we present,
'I'hmush-md-lhmugh Penrose
druins were sutured locsely in site,
and the skin Wu_!oosdy_c!osc_{

IS Scrotum was

H tender and

swollen to twice the
size of @ grapefiuit ..

Convalescence was uneven(ful,
and before-his release from the
hospital less than 2 wet later, the
patient confided the rest of his story
10 me. An unmarried loner, he
usually dida't lexve the machine
shop at Jupchtime with his co- -
workers. Fiodirig himself 2one, he " |
had begun the regular practics of r

masturbating by holding his penis
against the canvas drive-bely of a
large Nloor teced plece of Qunning
machinery. One day, 1t he
approached orgasin, he'lost his
concantrason and leaned 1oo clos:
to the belt. Whep his serotum
suddenly became caught betwe=n
the pulley-wheel and (he drive-beli,
he was thrown ifto the air and
landed a few feot awy. Unaware ]
that he had lest his left'est’s, and
perhaps toa stwined (o fee! much
pain, he stapled the wound closed

1 and resumed work. | can only

: cplom =
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! of self-gratification.
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